RETAKING OUR 1ST AMENDMENT RIGHTS

WHEREAS, there has been a long time effort to insert charitable choice legislation and faith-based regulations into all aspects of the federal government in opposition to our 1st Amendment Rights to freedom of religion, association, and speech; and

WHEREAS, The Florida National Organization for Women (FL NOW) is deeply concerned about the impact of charitable choice legislation and faith-based Executive Orders (EOs) and Regulations in respect to their effects on women; and

WHEREAS, these charitable choice legislation, EOs, and Regulations have denied services to those who need them, or forced them to participate in religious activities to receive services; and

WHEREAS, these charitable choice legislation, EOs, and Regulations affect the careers of women, minorities and the LBGTi community; and

WHEREAS, these charitable choice legislation, EOs and Regulations allow taxpayer and religious funds to be co-mingled with little or no provision for tracking of funds in direct opposition to separation of Church and State; and

WHEREAS, these charitable choice legislation, EO and Regulations authorizing refusal of health care services based on religious or moral beliefs negatively affect women’s health status at the whim of the provider or affiliated personnel and;

WHEREAS, there is no recourse for those whose religious or civil rights have been affected by these charitable choice, EOs and Regulations; and

WHEREAS, President Obama has ignored opportunities to rescind executive orders or regulations promoting faith-based initiatives;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, Florida NOW initiate a comprehensive campaign to overturn these regulations and executive orders and including but not limited to:

· Working with secular and faith-based groups for the separation of church and state and to develop vocabulary to counter the current right-wing faith-based language as exemplified in existing charitable choice legislation, EOs and Regulations,

· Lobbying Congress regarding legislation strengthening the separation of church and state,

· Organizing Florida NOW actions, protesting religious and civil rights discrimination promulgated by charitable choice legislation, faith-based regulations and executive orders,

· Demanding President Obama to rescind existing EOs and Regulations.

· Encouraging Florida NOW members to “out” ourselves as moral beings who are affected by and discriminated against by these charitable choice legislations, EOs and Regulations; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, Florida NOW undertake this as a high priority to take back control of our Constitution.
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